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Building work
under way
THE LONG AWAITED WORK TO REFURBISH
UPPER SCHOOL HAS BEGUN.
FIRST PHASE DUE FOR COMPLETION IN
MAY 2011.

December 2010

National
Cipher
Challenge
KES is taking part in this
online code breaking competition for the 7th year running (I think, but I may be
losing count) and our teams
are healthier than ever. 25
students from Y9-Y13 are
taking part after school on
thursdays.
The students have to decipher encrypted messages
using cunning, grit and
good ICT skills. The competition takes part over 8
challenges, which increase in
difficulty, over three months.
After being in the top ten 3
times and overall winners in
2007, the pressure is on.
Our A team are looking for
a "Top 3" place to get into
the prizes and lunch at
Bletchley park. Our other,
mostly rookie, teams are
also doing very well and
have de-crypted all the
ciphers from the first 6
challenges. Challenge 7 and 8
will no doubt test all of them
and require all sorts of
devious tricks.

Home/school
texting service
up and running

From 24 November 2010, if your child is absent you may
receive a text to your mobile phone or voice message to
your landline number informing you of the absence and
requesting that you either text or call the school to give us
further details.
By sending messages directly to you we can all ensure that if
a student is absent you can reply quickly and easily to inform
us of any reason for an absence thus ensuring your child’s
safety. Text messages sent from the school, such as absence
alerts will allow a text message response as you would any
other text message. You may receive other messages that
are for information purposes only and these may not require
a response.
The school also intends to use this system to inform you of
events, including parents evenings, and also any emergency
school closures. We will also use this system to inform you
when we have sent information home via your child, hopefully this will ensure that you receive the information.
If you have not already done so, and would like to participate in
this system, please contact the school with your preferred mobile
number and/or email address.

Snow

Wednesday 1st December saw the worst
snowfall for years.
The easiest way to check if the school is
open is to check the website - messages are
normally posted by 7am.

www.kes.sheffield.sch.uk
Why do schools close in the snow?
www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-11875885
(control+right click to view)

Out with the old...
and in with the
STEM Centre
Replacing the 1950s block to
the rear of the main listed
building, which is currently
being demolished, will be the
site for the School’s state of
the art STEM Centre.

rooms, laboratories and workshops in these curriculum areas
for the first time.

The creation of a STEM Centre
mirrors national decisions to create and fund extra university placThe Science and Design & Tech- es in these subject areas, in renology Departments will be based sponse to the need to address
here and Maths just next door. It projected skills shortages
will bring together the class(particularly in South Yorkshire).
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What is Parkerville?
Some know it as the
‘temporary accommodation’,
others ‘X’ and ‘Y’ Blocks but
most have endearingly come
to see it as their second
home: Parkerville.

will remain in Parkerville for over
a year: such as Art, Biology and
Design & Technology. Others will
have but a fleeting stay, including
English and Psychology. Spare a
thought for the likes of History
and Languages who have not had
Predominantly the brainchild of Mr and will never have the pleasure.
Huw Parker (Deputy Headteacher
in charge of the BSF project) - with The Elliott modular system that
a little help from our construction Vinci have selected for the purpartners, Vinci - Parkerville propose is extremely flexible. The
vides a temporary home for class- large open plan library will be, for
rooms and offices while the main example, transformed during the
building is being refurbished.
summer into Maths classrooms.

end. Experience and memories of
our own schools may suggest that
such temporary arrangements
tend to last for at least 30 years but we are assured by all concerned that the many sections of
Parkerville will depart as they
came, on the back of lorries, some
time in the summer of 2012.

The grounds will be re-landscaped
and seeded returning this little
piece of urban green to its former
glory. Maybe there will be some
grassy mound or lump that could
help retain some memories once
There are five planned phases of
Despite the affection for the place, Parkerville is no more.
moving. Some Departmental areas it will have to come down in the
Parkerknoll?

Fresh start for the
East Wing
The East Wing of the main
building will be the first to
benefit from refurbishment with a planned completion
date of May 2011.
Because of its Grade 2 Listing, renovation of the building has thrown
up many challenges. New sash windows have been made and many
fixtures and fittings retained in order to maintain the special character of the building.
The refurbishment will also include
new furniture, carpets and ICT
equipment.

The top floor will become the
Perhaps most exciting of all will be
home of History, Politics, Psychol- the creation of an Independent
ogy, Philosophy and Sociology.
Learning Centre on the ground
floor, replacing what was an anachThe library will return to its forronistic period piece gym. This
mer location including a careers
staffed learning area will be for
annexe. It will continue to be a
sixth form students primarily. One
place for quiet study available to all side of the large room will be full
students at break, lunchtimes and of PCs (including a MacZone). The
after school as well as to sixth
other will be a study area with faform students during the day.
cilities for students to bring in
their own laptops or other devicAttached to the rear a new Learn- es. This will be the hub for student
ing Support wing is being built.
printing. Furthermore there will
This will finally bring together
also be three bookable seminar/
many vital student support serpresentation rooms.
vices in one place.

Senior Team
Challenge and
British
Mathematical
Olympiad
On the 4th November, 50 students
from Y12 and 13 sat this National
Mathematics Competition paper.
They secured between them, 2
Gold, 13 Silver and 18 Bronze
awards. Xue Wang and Ruby Osborne from Y13 scored high
enough to earn qualification for the
British Mathematics Olympiad paper in December which is the very
highest tier of mathematics for under 18s. Xue wang, Alice, Ruby
and Peng Ju Chang 6th out of the
25 teams at the event at Sheffield
Hallam University.
Special mention must also go to
Eve Pound in Y10 who had a go at
this paper (2 years early!) and secured a very respectable Silver
Award - giving us a glimpse of what
she might be capable of in years to
come.

Y10 Maths Exam
On 9th November all of the Y10s
sat their first GCSE exam (30% of
their mathematics GCSE). All of
the staff involved commented on
how well the students dealt with
the experience. They prepared
well, arrived on time and equipped
and behaved impeccably in the examination. We were very proud of
all of them and it gives us great
hope for their examination success
over the next 2 years.

Opening Minds Team
Building Year 8
As a lead up to the Opening Minds joint Science/Maths/IT
project, year 8 pupils engaged in a morning session of
team building and reflective work on what makes a good
team player and leader.
The staff members involved were very impressed with
the positive attitude of the pupils, crucial for this type or
session to be successful. The activities were varied with
some being about brawn, whilst others relied on grey
matter.
The session finished with an evaluative session asking the
pupils to think about where they could be positive team
players at school and home. Well done to all pupils involved.
Mr Galvin, Mr Fehler, Mr Hovers and Mr Kavanagh

Vorsprung
durch Technik
King Edwards sixth formers visit multinationals
in Germany.
Simon Fingleton, Business Studies
teacher at King Edwards says: ‘the
Y13s were able to collect raw data for an important piece of A level coursework on multinationals
as well as getting a feel for German culture and what it’s like
working and living in Germany. All
the students enjoyed staying in
the Tryp Hotel and feeling like
they were on the Apprentice’.

Lewis Mann, Simon Fingleton, Francesca Payton, Kyle Campbell, Daniel Gibson,
Lyes Slimani, Taran Carter and Alex Clarry with managers at the multinational
food processing and engineering plant GEA in Bochum.

King Edwards sixth formers
in Business Studies and
German have just come
back from Germany where
they visited the multinational companies GEA
(food processing technology), Opel and Toyota
Deutschland. This was part
one of a three-visit project
funded by the British
Council UK/Germany
Challenge Fund.

When they weren’t doing their
VIP tours and interviewing directors the sixth formers had a busy
social programme with their German partners at the Goethe
Schule, Bochum. The Bermuda
Dreieck (the hub of the café scene
in Bochum) was the meeting place
to discuss the theme of the project: ‘Young People and the
World of Work in Sheffield and
Bochum’.

Elaine Pawling. Head of Sixth
Form Languages at King Edwards
says: ‘Teaming up with Business
Studies has made for a fantastic
experience for our students.
There are many opportunities for
UK students both in the Germanspeaking world and in the UK.
2000 German companies operating in the UK are keen to employ
young people who can speak
some German’.

King Edwards are hosting a party
of 15 German sixth formers in
February, who will be working all
round Sheffield in architects’ offices, designer agencies, ecommerce, solicitors’ offices, hotels, schools and physiotherapy
centres. After that King Edwards
A level students of German will
be going to do their work experience in Bochum in kindergartens,
Participants Kyle Campbell and
Taran Carter said on the last night schools, hospitals, architects’ officsaid: ‘This was the best school trip es and the Opel factory in Bochum of course!
ever’.

Engineering, the future
Visit to Parliament
On 15 November two
Engineering students visited the Houses of Parliament to take part in an
event organised by the
Institution of Engineering and Technology to
promote the Engineering
Diploma qualification.

One of the differences between
the Diploma and A Levels is that
students have one day a week
being taught at Sheffield Hallam
University - specifically Computer
Aided Design and Control Systems.

Only five schools in the country
were represented at the event
which took place in the Jubilee
Room, just off the Great Hall.
Students were invited to talk at
length to the invited MPs and
Peers about their experience of
Engineering in school and the
particular characteristics of the
Diploma qualification.

Lucy with Angela Smith MP

Four of the six Sheffield MPs
supported the event and spent
some time discussing the issues
with Alex and Lucy. The particular aim of the gathering was to
raise awareness of the benefits of
studying Engineering before
university or employment.

Alex with Clive Betts MP

Alex with Paul Blomfield MP

There is a projected shortfall of
3000 skilled engineers in South
Yorkshire in the next 5 years due to
retirements alone.
The Engineering Diploma qualification has been offered to
students at King Edwards since it
began 3 years ago. It is the only
school in South Yorkshire
running the Level 3 Diploma.
We currently have 16 students in
Year 12 on the course.

If you are interested to find out
more about this Engineering
course please contact:
Mr J Twyman
jtwyman@kes.sheffield.sch.uk

Lucy with Meg Munn MP

Katy Riley
We are delighted to congratulate Katy Riley, a
former KES student, on her appointment as a
violinist in The Liverpool Philharmonic
Orchestra.
Katy studied at KES from Year 7 to Year 13,
and was an outstanding performer and academic musician and studied violin with Nina
Martin for many years. Katy participated in a
huge range of Music activities while she was in
school, she sang in all the choirs and played in
all ensembles for strings, her commitment to
school life was fantastic and she always attended every rehearsal without fail. She has
since completed her degree at Oxford University, then a post graduate performance
course at the Royal Academy of Music in London. We wish Katy well in her prestigious
new post.
Currently 2 of our brilliant ex-music students
are continuing to study performance at
The Royal College of Music - Ingrid
Clement (violin) and Will Roberts (Tuba).
We look forward to hearing of their successes in the future.

Geography
fieldwork
A number of visits will be taking place between
now and July for King Edward Geography students.
These are the dates of visits that are coming
up in the near future…
Year 7
Whirlow Hall Farm: Morning and afternoon
sessions running on 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th February
2011
Year 9
Chester Zoo: 8th and 9th March 2011
Year 12
London: 7th January 2011
Year 13
Iceland: 21st-25th February 2011
Please note there are more dates to follow (take note
Y7, Y8 and GCSE Geographers!) Please see your school
calendar for more details.
Remember students must return consent forms to attend visits. Parents can help by asking students if they
have been given letters yet for up and coming visits.

Geographical
Association
Worldwise Quiz
18th November 2010
Very well done to Year 9 Geographers
Harry Brazier, George Brazier and Laura
Booth for representing King Edwards in
the World Wise Geography Quiz. This
quiz is held each year and organised by
the Geographical Association. This was
the regional round of the competition
with Sheffield schools competing against
each other at All Saints School.
Our team performed incredibly well
coming in third place and each team
member won a book token for their incredible hard work. A big thank you
from the Geography Department for
your efforts!

Vimy Ridge, the memorial
to Canadian troops who
died in the Battle for Arras

Battlefields visit
2010
One Friday morning at the end of
September, 40 students, 6 teachers and Bob the Bus Driver set
off for France. It was cold, dark
and windy, but we couldn’t have
asked for more fitting weather to
help bring our trip to the Battlefields of the First World War to
life.

Edwardians who fought and died
in the First World War and who
are remembered on the lists of
the missing, their bodies never
having been found. Our stop at
Langemarck, a German cemetery,
was a shocking reminder of the
small amount of land granted to
the losing side to bury their war
dead – the remains of 24 917 uniDuring the visit we got to trudge dentified soldiers are buried in
through genuine trenches in our
wellies at the wonderful SanctuTynecot Cemetery
ary Wood museum (a curiously
quaint Belgian tourist attraction
full of muddy finds from the battlefields around). We visited the
beautifully-maintained, Tynecot
cemetery (the largest Commonwealth cemetery anywhere in the
world) and tracked down 3 Old

the Kameraden Grab, or Comrades’ Grave, at the entrance to
the cemetery.
There were some very serious
moments of reflection during the
weekend, but we also had our
fair share of fun. From sandsculpting and kite-flying on the
beach at Hardelot, to learning
how to eat an orange without any
hands and sampling the delights of
French cuisine – snails and mussels! Chocolate was also a major
theme of the visit. Students relished the opportunity to spend
their money in the chocolate
shop at Ypres, where we coincidently bumped into a group from
Notre Dame, Sheffield, doing the
exact same thing.
I think it would be fair to say we
all had a fantastic time and it is
an experience that will not be
forgotten.

Ski Trip December 2011
The next available ski trip has just
been advertised.You might fancy a
week in the Italian Alps learning to ski
or snowboard? Unusually the ski trip
will be the week before Christmas,
during the holidays.
We are staying in the Telecabine
Hotel in Courmayeur. This is about
10 mins walk from a main access lift
to the ski area. With pressures on
budgets we have decided to offer a
pre-Christmas trip. This is £150 less
than the peak week of February ½
term. Although this is an early season ski week the historical snow records, on the upper slopes, for this
week are good. (2009 = 83cm, 2008
= 114cm, 2007 = 61cm.)
From the brochure,
“Courmayeur offers 100kms of exciting downhill
runs, from easy to challenging. Some pistes are
famous for their intoxicating length, others because
they host famous competitions. The Baby Bowl is a
great beginners area, serviced by its very own (slow
moving) button lift. Safe, secure and ideal for learning. For intermediates, Courmayeur is a ‘red run
heaven’ – loads of wide pistes of varying gradients.
Diretta and Bertollini are the order of the day for
the more advanced - they are both steep and challenging.”

The package cost will be £759, this is
£150 less than recent trips due to the time
of year, but includes:










Return executive coach travel
The equivalent of full board in a hotel
which includes hot midday meals in
mountain restaurants
6-day lift pass with 2 X 2hr ski lessons
per day
Optional additional 2hrs supervised skiing / boarding with school staff per day
Option to ski to within a few hundred
metres of the hotel door
Comprehensive snowsport insurance
Hire of snowsport equipment skis,
board, boots and poles
Proficiency test with badges and certificates awarded at the end of the course
All evening entertainments such as ice
skating, bowling, swimming etc.

Inspiring Youth Awards
Ali Yafai (10L2), Ahleya
Banaris (11L2) and Kim
Wilson (PSHE Curriculum
Leader) were recently invited to speak at the annual National Black Police
Conference about their
success in the Inspiring
Youth Award.

pictured receiving her MBE from
the Queen), to encourage young
people from BME communities to
achieve their potential.
Sarinder secured local sponsorship and the support of successful
personalities like Johnny Nelson
(former World Boxing Champion) as inspirational role models.

This award was initiated by PC
Sarinder Dev (a visitor to year 8
PSHE equal opportunities lessons,

represented at the conference to
show-case the Inspiring Youth
Award. It was wonderful to hear
Ahleya and Ali talk passionately
about the impact the award had
on their confidence, aspirations
and hopes for the future.
KES has won the award two out
of the three years it has existed,
so Sarinder wanted KES to be

It is hoped that the award will be
relaunched when new sponsorship is found.

King Edward’s Friends
The King Edward’s Friends group has been
established and officers elected at the AGM
in October. The group is open to all
parents and people with a connection
to the school.
KEF has decided to prioritise fundraising and
social events during the next year.
If any parents would like to help out at the
events currently being organised please
contact the school: jtwyman@kes.sheffield.sch.uk
You may have seen the King Edwards’
Friends cake stall at the Y7 Settling in
Evening recently.

King Edward’s Friends aims to
 Foster the development of the school com-

munity, providing opportunities for parents
and staff to develop closer relationships
through social events and other activities.
 Enhance the curriculum and learning opportunities offered at the school by drawing on
the skills and expertise of parents for the
benefit of the school and the students.
 Carry out fund-raising activities to provide
facilities or equipment which support the
school.
 Help the school understand the interests
and concerns of parents and carers by
providing a channel for communication to
the leadership team.

