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Message from Mrs B Jackson,
Headteacher.
‘Almost there’

The final section of the school
has now been finished and
we are delighted that we have
our whole building back in
action.
King Edward VII’s main
school building dates from
1837, has a 2* listing, and is
on a monumental scale which
sets it apart from the kind of
premises usually found in the
maintained sector. This has
provided quite a challenge
and we are delighted with the
finished product.
The BSF project has allowed
the school to develop a ‘wish
list’ for developing its
accommodation for the future.
The aim was that all the
accommodation should
be:
flexible to enable a variety of
changing approaches to
learning and teaching
offer sufficient space to
facilitate ease of movement

benefit from high standards of
acoustics, lighting, ventilation
and heating
allow sufficient storage to
ensure ease of access to
resources
be robustly and practically
equipped to recognise the
reality of the wear and tear of
the normal school
be aesthetically pleasing and
attractive

This will be a celebration of
the completion of the
programme and an
opportunity for you to tour the
finished facilities. I do hope
you will join us.

IMPORTANT
DATES:
Spring Bank Holiday

be sufficiently “future-proofed”
to allow for ease of change of
use or style of learning and
teaching
Walking round the new
premises and refurbished
areas of school I think we can
safely say that our ‘wish list’
has been completely
achieved.
On June 16th (10 am– 3 pm)
we are having a summer fair.

Monday 4 June to Friday
8 June 2012

KES Summer Fayre
Saturday 16 June 2012

End of Term
Thursday 19 July 2012
(colour copies of this
newsletter are available
online)

www.kes.sheffield.sch.uk

Ski trip - December 2011

Set amidst a backdrop of a faltering
start to the season and snow absent
from all but the highest slopes, we
set off on our “character building”
26 hours coach journey to the
beautiful Aosta Valley, Italy. On
arrival we found our fears to be
unnecessary: a thick white carpet
draped the hills right down to hotel
nestled in the valley floor.
And then the skiing began, all were
in high spirits and the ten minute
walk to the gondola was only
enhanced by the morning sun
lighting up the peaks that
surrounded and towered over the
chic Italian town. Everyone found
their feet in no time at all, bombing
down the mountain (with or
without control). Two days of
continuous snow created some
challenging conditions although it

helped us build up a wide range of
skills. Après ski was very good, we
made the most of the snow and
went bum boarding, and if we
weren’t cold enough already (in the
minus 15 heat) we ate delicious
Italian ice cream in a cosy little
Italian shop. The final days saw an
increase temperature and lunches
were enjoyed in t-shirts though the
skiing was more consistent
throughout the trip and remained a
constant joy. The highlight of the
week was the free ski with the
teachers which let us put into
practice the skills we had learnt in

lessons while other schools had to
leave the slopes.
All in all the week was a great
success .
The next trip - Easter 2013
We are going the second week of
the Easter holidays. Due to the
way the holidays fall this is classed
as term time departure with costs
£120 less than the peak week of
February ½ term.
We are staying in the Planibel
Complex in La Thuile. The

accommodation is about 5 mins
walk from the main access lift. It is
usually possible for ‘red run’ skiers
to ski virtually to the door. The lifts
radiate out to provide a steady
progression of piste difficulty up to
the highest run at over 2600m.
La Thuile is a relatively high resort
with an excellent snow record so
although this is a late season ski
week the historical snow records
speak for themselves. These are
average snow depths for April on
the upper slopes: 2011 = 132cm ,
2010 = 290cm, 2009 = 223cm,.
If you would like to book a place
please collect a letter from Lower
School Office or Post 16 Office. In
the past these visits have been very
popular and places are allocated on
a first come, first served basis.
Staff Comments
Excellent. The standard of skiing
by students was really high. I was
really impressed that nearly all free
skied every day. Amazing
conditions and students were great.
The powder, being rescued by two
Italian men (in the trees) and
looking at the head cam footage
were the best bits. Thanks to the
staff team.

Conditions were the best yet.
Students were generally a credit to
themselves and to the school. For
such a big trip – 40 students, they
got on very well. Highlights have
to be free skiing with students and
some tree skiing down to ‘Plan du
Gabba’. Walking from the hotel
door was a treat.
A very enjoyable week. Students
mixed well and developed a great
team spirit. It seems rare to get Y8Y13s on the same trip working so
well together. It was amazing to get
35-40 free skiers every night with 5
ASCL qualified staff in action. The
instructors seemed excellent with
good rapport and good progression
through the week. The best parts of
the trip were: watching so many
students make great progress with
their ski / boarding, the 150cm of
fresh snow, skiing the ‘dream
couloir’, pushing the fast free ski

group and watching the numerous
and hilarious tumbling falls of
staff.

The group this year were mature,
helpful, considerate, motivated
affable and well mannered.
Instructors were strong
personalities who knew their
groups well. Mixed year groups on
trip worked out brilliantly. Great
skiing, après ski, accommodation
and food.
Excellent. Fantastic staff. Best bits

.

Lower School Library
Lower School Reading Group
Twinning:
The Lower School reading group is a
vibrant group who discuss books by
type rather than by title. We meet more
often than the other groups, about
every month, and are now twinning with
We will be collecting Tesco Vouchers
a school in the Scottish Highlands to
for Schools again this year. In previous share our experiences and opinions of
years we have collected over 4000
the books we have read. Our aim is to
vouchers and we have exchanged them encourage and share the joy of reading
for equipment for the Maths and English simply for pleasure. We are also going
Departments.
to be shadowing the Greenaway/
Vouchers will be available from March Carnegie book awards from next month.
12th 2012.
Recently we read science fiction books,
I will place collection boxes in both
science fantasy books, historical, and
Upper and Lower School reception
mystery books. New people are always
areas.

brought lots of copies of artefacts such
as the pilots handbook and a silk map of
occupied territory which doubled as a
scarf in case of capture. The process of
writing and how she got into writing
books was discussed and provided an
insight as to the process of getting work
published. The Y9’s thoroughly enjoyed
working with Elizabeth and she has
since sent us some more information on
related websites.

Upper School Library.

“Author of the month” at Lower
School: In January we celebrated Louise
Rennison and February - Rob Childs, in
We have 2 regular reading groups
March we have Anthony Horowitz who
covering Y10 & Y11 and Post 16.
has recently declared to our shock that
Meetings are relaxed and informal and
he will be taking a break from writing
we get together every half term. Our aim
children’s books and turning to writing
is to encourage students to try something
for adults with his recent new Sherlock
Holmes story “House of Silk”.
they wouldn’t normally read and our
On Fridays we continue our chess club
meetings are generally lively affairs.
welcome to join us – see library staff for
and have recently discovered a flare for
KS4 have just read Mal Peet – Life: an
the date of our next meeting.
st
scrabble. So maybe a scrabble
Exploded Diagram and Post 16; Andrew World Book Day 1 March 2012:
Students were encouraged to download tournament will be the next one!
Davidson – The Gargoyle. New
the App for Teens and World Book Day
members are always welcome; please
tokens were available in each library.
Super Science Sessions –
World Book Night 23rd April 2012
Primary School Work in
Across both libraries we have been
Science
fortunate to be chosen as givers for
WBN when we will have 75 new books
to give away. Further details of the
This year, for the first time, the Science
events will appear in the next newsletter.
department has invited our main feeder
schools to bring their Y5s to work in
Author visit – Elizabeth Wein:
Science labs.
On February 9th we had the privilege of
welcoming another author into our
see library staff for details.
school, to promote her new book.
Around 70/90 Y9 history students from
We also hold an annual chess
the Lower School Reading group were
tournament for students from Y10 to
Y13 who meet to play 5 rounds of chess; invited to meet Elizabeth Wein and were
able to buy personalised signed copies of
currently we are in the penultimate
her book. Students participated in a
round! The lucky winner will have his
name on the library wall for posterity! It workshop which gave them an insight
is a great way to make new friends, have into life during World War II and about
how she researched her book which is
fun and challenge your brain.
based during that time. Elizabeth

So far we have had all the Y5s from
Westways, Nethergreen and Sharrow
schools participate in lessons on
electricity, microscopes and animals &
plants. The feedback has been
overwhelmingly positive with students
loving the experience! We are keen to
develop this further next year.
From Easter our attention switches to the
Y6s from the main feeder schools who
will start an exciting new transition
programme that will involve work at the

High Fives Netball Festival

On a sunny day in February, Year 5 and 6 boys and
girls from local primary schools, came to King
Edward’s Lower School to take part in one of only
two Sheffield High Five Netball festivals. Seven
teams took part in the event and we had
representatives from St Mary’s, Westways,
Marlcliffe and Ecclesall schools. They all played
each other in a Round Robin Tournament and were
ably helped by a group of very enthusiastic young
leaders from King Edward’s who acted as Team
Managers, ensuring that the youngsters rotated round
to play all the different playing positions and that
they understood the rules too.
The whole competition was umpired by three very
competent Year 11 students from KES and two
Sheffield University students, whose help was very
much appreciated.

King Edward’s pupils work out at the
EISS

Pupils from Year 10 have been attending a series of
“Teen Fitness” sessions at the English Institute of
Sport over the past few months as part of an
initiative to introduce teenage girls to the wide
variety of classes that are available for them to
participate in at their local sport centres. So far the
girls have been put through their paces with sessions
in Zumba, Street Dance, Yoga and Boxercise . They
have enjoyed the experience of working out at a top
class facility and were delighted to see that Jessica
Ennis also trains there.
The programme culminates in a Teen Girls Olympic
Aerobathon before Easter, when 40, year 9 King
Edward’s pupils will visit the venue and take part in
a mass aerobic session with pupils from a number of
other Sheffield schools.
“Olympic” performance at the Octagon

The eventual winners were Westways who will now
go forward to represent Sheffield in the South
Yorkshire Finals as part of the South Yorkshire
Winter Games on Tuesday 13th March.
Many thanks to our young leaders from KES –
Adday Heler, Cari Littler, Meg Plowright, Natasha
Wroe, Meg Rooper, Amy Chang, Emily Newman,
Molly Newman, Charlotte Jeffs and Eleanor Neath

A group of KS2 pupils have been staying after school on a
Friday evening to practise their dance routines. They have been
working alongside a Dance instructor from Activity Sheffield to
produce a routine for the Olympic Themed Arches Dance
Festival which is taking place at the Octagon on Thursday 29th
March. There are two performances scheduled for this event;
the KS3 group from KES will perform in the afternoon and two
groups from KS4 and Post 16 will perform in the evening.
Parents and staff are welcome to support the event for a
nominal charge payable on the door.

We Are Here’
The School of English at the University of Sheffield are working with Helen Barker and
the Year 9 ‘Black Pupils’ Achievement Programme’ to facilitate English Literature based
mentoring activities. The pilot scheme, entitled ‘We Are Here,’ aims to increase the
confidence, skills and knowledge of the students involved, while promoting Higher
Education.
The University are offering a sustained programme of activities which involve staff and
students from the University working with the group on a range of academic skills and
providing expert guidance on a number of topics relating to the subject of English. The
group will be given the opportunity to visit and attend events at the University, where
they will be able to learn in more detail about Higher Education from the perspective of
students and academic staff.
This is part of a longer term programme which has involved target setting, 1:1 mentoring
and visitors in school talking to the group about their lives and careers; from business
men and women to solicitors and engineers. The ultimate aim is to raise aspirations and
achievement.
——————————————————————————————————————————

The Catherine Lord Poetry Competition
Catherine Lord came to work at King Edward VII School in 2003 and became Head of
English in 2007. She was a passionate and inspiring teacher, and a supportive and creative
leader. Funny, optimistic, and infectiously enthusiastic about both Literature and
education, Catherine enjoyed the respect of pupils and colleagues across the school. In
September 2010 she was diagnosed with cancer for the third time, and she died in
January of this year.
Though she stretched and challenged and expanded the horizons of our most gifted
students, Catherine perhaps derived the most satisfaction from teaching those students
who faced and sometimes presented most difficulties. Children with extra educational or
behavioural needs consistently highlighted Catherine as a teacher who truly understood,
cared for and brought the best out of them.
Catherine consistently pioneered new methods in the classroom and for younger
colleagues it was an eye-opening experience to watch her teach and to talk about teaching
with her. As Head of Department she led tirelessly by example, provided patient and
insightful guidance to her team and was both painstaking and innovative in organising
strategy in order to provide the best possible education for the pupils of King Edward
VII. For many of us who worked with her she was a mentor both personally and
professionally. She is much missed.

Y7 Art Workshop at the Millennium Gallery February
‘Your Y7s that came today were absolutely lovely.
A credit to the school!’
The comment made by Anita.Hamlin@museumssheffield about the group of Y7 pupils taking part in the
work shop with the artist Paul Evans in association with
‘The Family in British Art’
The exhibition features paintings, photography, film and sculpture from a host of great names of British art,
including Thomas Gainsborough, William Hogarth, David Hockney, Martin Parr, Tracey Emin and Rachel
Whiteread. Images from national galleries such as Tate, V&A, and the National Portrait Gallery will be shown
alongside work from Sheffield’s own art collection.

Taking part were::
Gabrielle Kay, Patrick Fisher, Billy Hincliffe, Darius Churchus, Rebecca Nairn, Matthew Loades,
Eve Powell, Joseph Kinch, Anita Shirazi, Ross Dickinson, Tom Beauchamp, Rachel Egner, Josh Kay
Sondus Gador, Sam Cooper, Natasha Bishop- Wiltshire, Rachel Dickinson, Naomi Cooper,
Luca Cornish Jenkins.

Y9 STEM Career Event
For those who don’t know, STEM stands for Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics, and over the last few years
we have been strengthening the focus on STEM at KES. Three years ago we first set up the STEM club for Y7 & Y8 and we
also started to run a STEM careers event for the Y9s which has grown bigger and better over the years.
As well as a series of lesson delivered in Science relating to STEM careers we have also run a competition where students
needed to research and present information on a STEM career of their choice. For most the highlight of the week’s activities
was the chance to interview “real” people who are training towards or working in a STEM career. The Lower School library
was the scene of the interviews as our Y9s grilled engineers, doctors, architects, a computer scientist, an entomologist and one
ex-KES student carrying out cancer research about their jobs.

There were some excellent entries into the research competition with the
first prize going to Shona Ashton (£20 of cinema vouchers), the second
prize going to Alasdair McNeil (£10 of cinema vouchers) and the third
prize going to Muna Asker. Two other great entries highlighted by the
judges were from Ya Huang and Jessica Pickering.
Well done to all who took part – the standard of posters produced was
exceptional.

Post 16 students go winter mountaineering in the
Cairngorms.

High temperatures and a poor forecast had left an
uneasy feeling in our stomachs. Our arrival at Tesco in
Stirling seemed more like a scene from ‘Extraordinary
People’ – 2 dads and 11 kids. Under the watchful eye of
Mr Cooke the agenda for the weekend was set : eating.
We soon arrived in our place of residence for the
weekend. An eclectic place with a mohair feel. It had
some foibles with a detachable oven door, removable
water pipes but also a sauna! The kitchen had a solid
fuel stove which provided a focal point. It was very
cosy perhaps too cosy for those sat next to the fire for
our communal meals.
Day 1 focused on learning the technical aspects of
winter walking. We parked in one of the UK’s highest
car parks and used map and compass to navigate our
way to a large patch of snow on the flanks of Coire nan
Lochan. As the blizzard set in, any fears of a lack of
winter were swept away as fast as any stray gloves. We
learnt how to use our ice axes, stiff boots and crampons
properly. Having assimilated this new found knowledge
we ascended out of the sheltered coire. The full on force
of the winds gave a real winter feel with gusts of 6070mph - some were seen on their hands and knees.
When the clouds broke the views of the snow covered
peaks was a fine juxtaposition to the peaceful serenity

of the lochs and woods below. Next on the agenda were
lessons on ice axe arrests, which were done with
varying degrees of hilarity and success. Following this

we descended a tricky slope – the Goat Track down into
Coire an-t Sneachda. Looming to the sides were rocky
crags, with the jagged rocks providing a perfect
backdrop to a great wintery day out.

Day 2 we made a desperate bid for the summit of
Cairngorm (@ 1245m / 4084ft, the UKs 6th highest.)
We weren’t allowed on the funicular and stopped to
practice some skills learnt the day before. It was a great
success with the group storming up the summit slopes.
As we summited, the clouds broke intermittently
allowing us to see the fantastic views across the wild
Arctic expanse of the Cairngorm plateau.
Calvin never did get attacked by the enormous turkey
that patrolled the grounds of the bunkhouse. It’s red and
blue face, dangly skin flaps and rustling feathers were
most disconcerting.
Hopefully see some of you next year?
The Deep
On the 13th & 14th March 184 Y8 students from KES
visited The Deep – a world class aquarium in Hull. As
well as finding out about how our blue planet compares
with the other planets in the Solar System we were able
to explore a variety of aquatic ecosystems.
The largest tank provided the “WOW!” factor –
students were able to stand in see-through tunnel under
10 metres of water and stare upwards as sharks, saw
fish and sting rays swam overhead.
The students thoroughly enjoyed the day and were
brilliantly behaved; they were great ambassadors for the
school.

GCE Health and

SocialCare

To support their studies in Health and
Social Care students in Years 12 & 13
have made visits to a range of settings
over the last few months e.g. Sheffield
Hallam University Faculty of Health &
Wellbeing, nursing homes for older
people, schools specialising in special
educational provision and hospitals.
The most recent visits have been to the
Northern General Hospital and
Sheffield Hallamshire Hospital. At the
Northern General Hospital they had an
interesting visit to the Medical
Education Centre which hosted the
World Kidney Day event on the 8th
March 2012. This event featured
presentations from experts on topics
such
as:
how
the

kidney works, preventing kidney
disease and the value of kidney
research. Those attending also had the
opportunity to listen to the experience
of a patient who had received a kidney
transplant from a living donor. There
was also a surgeon present on the
evening who had actually carried out
two transplantations that day!
In addition to the presentations students

also had the opportunity to browse
around a range of stalls which featured
displays on a range of topics relating to
the kidney and kidney disease. Of
particular interest was the chance to
look at the equipment needed for
peritoneal and haemodialysis; a topic
which is covered in their studies.
Students left feeling much more
informed about kidney disease and with
a much greater insight into what life on
dialysis involves.
Later in March, during a visit to
Sheffield Hallamshire Hospital,
students had the opportunity to tour
some of the laboratories. Their visit
commenced in clinical chemistry and
they then went on to the haematology,
histopathology and microbiology
laboratories. The visit helped to
reinforce their learning in school about
diagnostic testing as well as giving

took teams from all 7 year groups to the
Sheffield Hallam Pop Maths Quiz – a
competition open to schools from across
the north of England. (Teams this year
came from as far afield as Hull and
Coventry.) The competition takes a
format similar to a pub quiz, where
questions are read out, and then the
team have to work together to solve
them. All of our teams did very well,
generally finishing in the top 5, and our
team of April Dickinson (Y9), Annie
Moohan (Y9), Phoebe Otten (Y9), Sam
Otten (Y7) and Abdullah Shahid (Y8)
came away winning the age 11 – 14
category. A fantastic achievement!
Our older students have been taking
part in the UK Maths Trust, Senior
Challenge and British Mathematical
Olympiad. These competitions are
aimed at Post 16 students, but Tim
Lennox of Y11 was invited to take part,
having excelled in previous
competitions. He did exceptionally well
in the BMO recording the highest score
ever by a KES student and qualifying
for the next round of competition to find
the best Mathematicians in the country all of this in Y11 when he is 2 years
younger than most of the other high
scorers.
In his own age category, Tim was one
of 4 students to perform well enough on
the Intermediate Maths Challenge to get
through to the Intermediate Maths
Olympiad and Kangaroo. Tom Barnard
(Y11) and Daniel Newman (Y10)

them a valuable insight into the work
that goes on behind the scenes in the
hospital. This is especially useful as
several of the students wish to pursue a
career in health care environments.
Gifted & Talented Visits to the
University of Sheffield
This term we have had two trips to the
University of Sheffield’s Schools
Laboratory (USSL) for thirty of our
Gifted and Talented Y7 students and
thirty Gifted and Talented Y9 students.
Whilst the Y7s carried out a Forensics
activity to determine who had
committed a murder and watched the
effect of liquid nitrogen on a variety of
different materials, the Y9s carried out a
very advanced extraction of aspirin.

MATHS SUCCESS
It has been a busy term for our brightest
Mathematicians at KES with lots of
competitions going on. We recently

joined Tim in making it through to the
Olympiad and April Dickinson (Y9)
made it through to the Grey Kangaroo.
We now await their results.
Our students have been busy during
their half term holidays too. Students
from Y7 – Y10 had the opportunity to
take part in the Newcastle University
Half Term Challenge. Lots of work was
put in over the holiday and answers
have been sent off for marking.
Stop the Press! After an in school
selection competition, the team of
Shona Ashton (Y9), Lizzy Cooper (Y9),
Cian McAuley (Y8) and James Stillman
(Y8) have been chosen to take part in
the UKMT Team Maths Regional

